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The Chinese government actively engages 

in cyber-espionage. It steals state secrets. It 
aligns itself with countries directly at odds 
with U.S. interests. It supports genocidal 
governments and buttresses rogue regimes. 

There’s a legal term, ‘‘willful blindness,’’ 
that aptly described our dealings to date 
with China. Faced with these painful truths, 
blindness is no longer an option. 

In the words of British abolitionist, Wil-
liam Wilberforce, ‘‘Having heard all of this, 
you may choose to look the other way, but 
you can never again say that you did not 
know.’’ 

f 

HONORING TERESA HUGHES 

HON. LAURA RICHARDSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 17, 2011 

Ms. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the late Teresa Hughes, former 
California State Senator and Assemblywoman 
from the Los Angeles area, who passed away 
on Tuesday, November 15, 2011 at the age of 
80. As the second black woman elected to the 
Assembly, Ms. Hughes proved to be an influ-
ential lawmaker, breaking barriers and proving 
to most leaders that it is necessary to have 
women in significant leadership roles because 
their constituents demand it. 

A former New York social worker, teacher 
and school administrator, Ms. Hughes was a 
fervent supporter of education. Her candidacy 
for the 47th Assembly District in California, 
which included a large part of South L.A. and 
the cities of Bell, Cudahy, Huntington Park, 
Downey and Compton, came with much sup-
port because the constituents wanted to elect 
a professional educator committed to expand-
ing educational opportunities for their commu-
nity. 

Ms. Hughes’ accomplishments as a state 
legislator are many. During her 17 years in the 
California State Assembly, she authored a bill 
dedicating $800 million in bond money to build 
school classrooms as well as the creation of 
a state School of the Arts. In 1983, as chair-
woman of the Assembly Education Committee, 
she co-authored an education bill setting state 
graduation standards, lengthening school days 
and the school year, raising teacher salaries 
and standards, and requiring prospective 
teachers to pass a basic skills test. Ms. 
Hughes also authored the bill that established 
the California Museum of Afro-American His-
tory and Culture within the Museum of 
Science and Industry in Los Angeles. 

There were 15 women state lawmakers in 
1985 when the Joint Rules Committee formally 
recognized the new bipartisan Caucus of 
Women Legislators. As the senior woman in 
the Assembly at the time, Ms. Hughes was se-
lected to chair the caucus. 

Elected to the state Senate in 1992, Hughes 
represented the 25th District, which stretched 
from Marina del Rey to Paramount. 

Before she retired in 2000, she became the 
first woman and first African American to 
serve on the Senate Rules Committee. 

Her State Senate achievements include es-
tablishing the Senate Select Committee on 
College Admission and Outreach and writing a 
school violence prevention bill that led to the 
creation of the Task Force on School Safety. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to stand here in re-
membrance of Teresa Hughes, a towering fig-

ure in the history of California. I ask my col-
leagues to join me for a moment of silence in 
the memory of the great Teresa Hughes. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF KENSINGTON 
INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 17, 2011 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Kensington Intermediate School, a 
recipient of a Federal Blue Ribbon Award. 

The Blue Ribbon Schools Program is a pro-
gram designed to highlight schools which have 
proven records of academic excellence. These 
schools have demonstrated a dedication to 
their student bodies which prepare their stu-
dents for higher education and life beyond the 
classroom. Such institutions serve as exam-
ples to be emulated in schools across the na-
tion. 

Kensington Intermediate School is one of 
305 schools in the nation to be awarded the 
title of a Blue Ribbon school. It has shown 
itself to be among this group of elite institu-
tions. In 2010, Kensington was named Excel-
lent with Distinction, which is the Ohio Depart-
ment of Education’s highest award. Last year, 
the school system ranked 5th in Cleveland 
Magazine’s prestigious Top Ten List of Cleve-
land Area Schools. 

Kensington has continued on its path of 
academic excellence by scoring 96.5% and 
92.5% proficiency in the Ohio 5th grade 
Science and Math Achievement Assessment 
tests, respectively. The 3rd grade Reading 
Achievement Assessment score has repeat-
edly been the highest in the county. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in honoring Kensington Intermediate School, a 
2011 National Blue Ribbon School. 
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HONORING TOWN CLERK RUTH 
ARGO MAZZEI 

HON. NAN A.S. HAYWORTH 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 17, 2011 

Ms. HAYWORTH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Ruth Argo Mazzei of Southeast, 
New York for her service as Town Clerk for 
the past 20 years. 

Mrs. Mazzei was first elected to serve the 
people of Southeast as Town Clerk in Novem-
ber of 1991. Certified as both an International 
Municipal Clerk and New York State Reg-
istered Municipal Clerk, Mrs. Mazzei has 
served the residents of Southeast with honor 
and integrity. She is known for her love of her 
community and her loyalty to friends and fam-
ily. Mrs. Mazzei and her husband of 44 years, 
Joseph Mazzei, have four sons: T.J., Chris-
topher, Michael, and Robert. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a privilege to recognize 
the Honorable Ruth Argo Mazzei. As the face 
of Southeast Town Government and Town 
Hall for over two decades, the residents of 
Southeast and New York’s Nineteenth Con-
gressional District are fortunate to have bene-
fited from her service. 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO THE SUR-
GEON GENERAL OF THE UNITED 
STATES NAVY AND CHIEF OF 
THE NAVY’S BUREAU OF MEDI-
CINE AND SURGERY, VICE ADMI-
RAL ADAM M. ROBINSON, JR.’S 
34 YEARS OF SERVICE TO OUR 
NATION 

HON. C.W. BILL YOUNG 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 17, 2011 

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to pay tribute to Vice Admiral Adam M. Robin-
son, Jr. for his extraordinary dedication to duty 
and service to the United States of America as 
the 36th Surgeon General of the United States 
Navy and Chief of the Navy’s Bureau of Medi-
cine and Surgery. Vice Admiral Robinson will 
retire as the Senior Healthcare Officer in the 
United States Navy and the principle medical 
advisor to the Secretary of the Navy, Chief of 
Naval Operations and Commandant of the 
Marine Corps. His military service spans 
across more than three decades of active mili-
tary duty to the United States Navy and the 
Nation. 

A native of Louisville, Kentucky, Vice Admi-
ral Robinson was commissioned into the Navy 
through the Armed Forces Health Professions 
Scholarship Program after graduating with a 
Doctor of Medicine degree from Indiana Uni-
versity, School of Medicine. In 1978, Vice Ad-
miral Robinson was assigned to the National 
Naval Medical Center at Bethesda for the very 
first time of many in his superb career. While 
assigned there he completed his residency in 
the area of general surgery. After his assign-
ment in Bethesda, Vice Admiral Robinson was 
forward deployed to the United States Naval 
Hospital in Yokosuka, Japan. He was then se-
lected as a ship’s Surgeon on the USS Mid-
way during his first duty at sea. After com-
pleting various operational assignments, Vice 
Admiral Robinson attended the University of Il-
linois School of Medicine, Urbana-Champaign, 
for a fellowship in colon and rectal surgery at 
the Carle Foundation Hospital. After his fellow-
ship he was again assigned to the National 
Naval Medical Center at Bethesda to head the 
Colon and Rectal Surgery Division. While at 
Bethesda, he was again deployed as a ship’s 
surgeon for the USS John F. Kennedy and the 
USS Coral Sea. 

He became a Medical Director for the first 
time in his career in 1994 at the Naval Medical 
Center Portsmouth after serving and earned 
his Master’s in Business Administration from 
the University of South Florida. In 1999, while 
serving as the Fleet Hospital Jacksonville 
Commanding Officer, Robinson commanded a 
detachment of the fleet hospital as for a med-
ical contingent to Joint Task Force Haiti (Oper-
ation New Horizon/Uphold Democracy). In Au-
gust 1999, Robinson reported to the Bureau of 
Medicine and Surgery as the director of Read-
iness and was selected as the principal direc-
tor, Clinical and Program Policy in the Office 
of the Assistant Secretary of Defense for 
Health Affairs. Vice Admiral Robinson was as-
signed as the Commanding Officer United 
States Naval Hospital, Yokosuka, Japan from 
September 2001 to January 2004. In July 
2004, he returned to the National Naval Med-
ical Center at Bethesda as the Commander. In 
2007 Vice Admiral James A. Robinson was 
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